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THE LOTUS MAGAZINE 



particularly with respect to thin and 
tender feet, should have narrow web- 
bed and light shoes, to preserve the 
whole of the hoof. 

In the purchase and sale of the horse 
a warranty of sound purports that the 
animal is neither blind, lame, broken- 
winded, nor rotten, nor at the instant, 
subject to any imminent case of such 
maladies. At repositories and sales by 
auction the conditions of sales are 
always that, such warranty should 



terminate in three days, indeed that 
is the usual time allowed in private 
bargins; but in litigations the juries 
have of late years assumed a discre- 
tionary power in the case, and it is 
held in consequence that, no period 
of time will bar the return of a war- 
ranted horse, proved to have been un- 
sound at the time of warranty. A horse 
warranted quiet must be neither rest- 
ive, kicker, or a runaway. 



THE FOX-HOUND OF TODAY 



THAT the fox-hound of today is a 
superior animal to that which 
"Nimrod" knew, it would be difficult 
to deny. For as a sporting authority 
well insists, that would imply that all 
the years of scientific breeding since 
' 'Nimrod 1 ' died have been utterly wast- 
ed. There is a certain line of perfec- 
tion, in what is deemed to be requisite, 
beyond which it is impossible to go; 
and the probability is that this line 
was reached years ago in such packs 
as the Belvoir and the Brocklesly . Hav- 
ing obtained absolute perfection of 
form, it is now the work of masters 
and huntsmen to breed for greater 
speed and greater scenting powers. 



At the present moment the cry is all 
for pace, which is reasonable enough; 
but the danger at certain kennels is 
that this quality may be cultivated only 
at the expense of nose. 

"Nimrod, 11 says that Hugo Meynell, 
the founder of the famous Quorn pack, 
displayed perfect judgment as a breeder 
of hounds. The first qualities he looked 
for were fine noses and stout lungs ; 
a combination of strength with beauty, 
and steadiness with mettle. His ideal 
of perfection of shape was summed up 
in "short backs, open bosoms, straight 
legs, and compact feet." Surely no liv- 
ing M. F. H. would find that a bad 
model to follow. 



